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‘CONVERSATIONin

with...

Simon Parker meets mineral exploration
manager Brett Grist, who believes his
company could be the first for a generation to
extract tin from the Cornish earth

Exploring the
prospects of a
21st century
mining boom

Had you visited Redmoor in
1850, the scene would have
been one of feverish industry,
with a workforce of more than
250 engaged in the extraction
of huge quantities of tin,
copper, lead and arsenic.

Arriving at the site today, it’s
difficult to imagine the caco-
phony of pumping engines,
winding engines, crushing en-
gines and stamps, all working
at full tilt. Gone are the smoke-
belching chimneys, gone are
the mules heaving wagons,
gone are the water wheels. In
there place are green fields,
housing and a nondescript in-
dustrial estate, the sort found
in every town in the land.

This is Kelly Bray, a dis-
persed community close to
Callington that grew up
around the mine and railway,
and clung on after the station
closed and the line was torn up.
Perhaps as an example of
Cornish irony, the industrial
estate on which the station
once stood is named Beeching
Park. And it’s here that I meet
Brett Grist, exploration man-
ager for Cornwall Resources
Limited.

Cornwall Resources re-
cently completed a series of
drilling tests at the site of the
former Redmoor Mine. The
results were so encouraging
that the firm hopes to sink
further holes next year. With
metal prices rising on soaring
international demand, Corn-
wall’s rich underground re-
sources of everything from
tungsten to lithium – as well as
tin and copper – are once again
the focus of world attention.
Most of that attention up to
now has been on South Crofty,
near Camborne, where consid-
erable investment is being
made by Canadian mining
company, Strongbow. A firm
called Cornish Lithium is also
in the process of gauging the
viability of raising large
quantities of lithium, a highly
valuable element used in a
range of gadgets.

However, before we get car-
ried away and start heralding a
new age of Cornish mining, it’s
worth sounding a note of cau-

tion. How many times have we
been here before in recent
years? How many times have I
written headlines about a re-
vival of Cornish mining and
the prospect of hundreds of
well-paid jobs, only to have the
whole thing grind to a halt,
leaving me with an eggy face?

So I ask Brett if this time it’s
for real. Is the first ton of tin for
a generation about to be
hauled to the surface of a
Cornish mine? Or is our col-
lective enthusiasm about to be
dashed yet again?

A man of considerable ex-
perience, Brett is not inter-
ested in crystal ball-gazing,
preferring to base his state-
ments on firm facts. Originally
from Dartmoor, and now based
in Teignmouth, Brett studied
Mining Geology at Imperial
College London. After gradu-
ation, and with little prospect
of work in the UK mining in-
dustry, he headed first to Aus-
tralia’s Kalgoorlie gold fields.
There followed stints in Por-
tugal, Mali, Ghana, Congo and
11 years mining zinc in Yemen,
where he ran a project that
even involved creating a new
Act of Parliament. With Yemen
descending into civil war in
2015, and Brett suffering a ser-
ious illness, he came home to
Devon, where he spotted a job
in East Cornwall.

And it is from the not im-
mediately obvious location of
Kelly Bray that he and a small
team of highly qualified geo-
logists hope to contribute, at
least in part, to the 21st cen-
tury Cornish mining revival. If
successful, the area could see a
jobs boost of up to 200 within
five years, plus considerable
knock-on effects for service in-
dustries and local businesses.

The area under considera-
tion is currently used for graz-
ing. For the past seven months,
Cornwall Resources and its
partners, Strategic Minerals
PLC and New Age Exploration,
have invested around £1mil-
lion to carry out a series of 20
test drillings in a bid to gauge
the quality and quantity of
minerals below the surface.
The main focus is on explor-

ation of tungsten, tin and
copper, and with the results of
15 out of the 20 test holes
already in, the signs appear to
be very positive.

Using charts made by
miners between the mid-1800s
and the 1930s, plus data col-
lected by prospectors during
the 1980s, the team were able to
plot the 2017 exploration. They
are in the process of creating a
detailed picture of what’s
there, and the next stage of the
project is to build on that data
and run a full feasibility study
into whether it will be finan-
cially viable to commence
mining. Brett says quantities
of tin and tungsten in the
ground at Redmoor could be
worth a whopping 1.4billion
d o l l a r s.

“We have delivered a very
effective programme and built
a fantastic team,” he said. “We
have been drilling since
March, and completed 20 holes
extending to 7,046 metres. The
results are very positive and
the two companies have agreed
to fund phase two on the basis
of these results.

“We would like to be in pro-
duction as soon as possible be-
cause at the moment we are
just spending money – m o re
than one million pounds
through 2017 – and because
metal prices are strong and
there is interest in the explor-
ation sector in this part of the
world. The investors’ view is:
why invest in some far-flung
destination when there are op-
portunities here?

“The results from drilling
this year indicate that Red-
moor is now among the top
four or five tin/tungsten pro-
jects in the world.”

Put like that, it’s a no-brain-
er. If you happen to live any-
where other than Kelly Bray or

Callington, then plonking a
full-scale mining operation in
the heart of these communities
makes sound economic sense.
But how will it affect the lives
of local people?

Brett and his team are well
aware of such fears. He ex-
plained that the main differ-
ence between the miners of old
doing a bit of exploratory dig-
ging back in the day, and
t o d ay ’s high-tech operation, is
that environmental and social
considerations are to the fore
of any project. Working closely
with Callington Town Council,
Cornwall Council, the Envir-
onment Agency, and others,
Cornwall Resources have held
a number of open meetings
with local people. And while
there are the understandable
concerns about lorry move-
ments, visual impact and the
effect on house prices, to date
the firm has received no com-
plaints. Ultimately it’s a trade-
off: any mining activity is
likely to be disruptive and to
change the nature of a place,
but the up-side is a possible 200
well-paid jobs and a major
boost to subsidiary industries
and local businesses.

“We are fortunate in that,
generally speaking, there is
support for such a project in
this part of Cornwall,” said
Brett. “Mining is part of the
Cornish DNA. And the way it’s
done now is very different to
the way it was done in the past
– even the way it was done in
the 1980s. We are looking at a
potential underground project
– not a large open pit devel-
opment with a very visible sur-
face manifestation. Processing
on site would be our expect-
ation but it will depend on the
scale of the project.”

Whatever happens, Kelly
Bray residents are not going to

wake up tomorrow morning to
find a new Cornish tin mine on
their doorstep. More test
drilling is planned for next
year. If the results from those
back up this year’s data, the
project will move to a pre-feas-
ibility study, a feasibility study,
planning permissions, and a
plethora of licences and leg-
alities. However, if all goes to
plan, in the not too distant
future there is a real prospect
of tungsten, tin and copper

being brought to the surface in
East Cornwall for the first
time in a century.

Referring to the fact that
Strongbow is moving towards
a resumption of mining at
South Crofty, and Cornish
Lithium is delivering prom-
ising test results, Brett added:
“Just as there were a number
of mines closing in the 1980s
and 1990s, we will hopefully be
seeing some of them opening
ag ain.”

‘Just as
mines
were
closing
in the
1980s
and
1990s,
we will
hopefully
see some
of them
opening
again’

Brett Grist,
Cornwall
Resources

Brett Grist
(left)
examines a
core sample
with another
member of
the Cornwall
Resources
team on a
drilling site at
Kelly Bray in
East Cornwall

ESCORTED HOLIDAYS

8 days from

£589
Walking - Andalucia’s
Eastern Coast
Flying Direct from Exeter & Bristol
Selected dates Feb to Jun, Sep, Oct &
Nov 2018
Glorious hills and mountains, pretty beaches
and coves, the azure waters of the southern
Mediterranean and a wonderful sub-tropical
climate – what else do you need for a walking
holiday in the sunshine? Andalucia’s eastern coast
is all this. Great walking and a visit to magical
Granada too!
Price includes
● Return direct flights from Exeter & Bristol
● 7 nights 4* HB accommodation on the coast in

Taramay, Almunecar
● Guided walks on the coast and in Frigiliana
● Included excursion to Granada and the

Alhambra
● Option to extend your holiday by another week
● Services of a tour representative

Holidays organised by Preferred Travel Services ABTA W3692 ATOL protected 5537. Prices are based on 2 people sharing and are subject to availability.

www.preferredts.com/plym

0116 279 3929 code PLYM

8 days from

£699
Jaca, Pamplona & the
Spanish Pyrenees
Flying Direct from Bristol

Departs May 12 & Sep 22 2018
This holiday takes you off the beaten tourist track
into these magnificent mountains, with a host
of things to see along the way! You will see a
bodega on the Barbastro wine road, medieval
stone villages, Canfranc’s huge ‘ghost’ train
station, Hemingway’s Pamplona, and an imposing
11th-century Romanesque castle.
Price includes
● Return direct flights from Bristol
● 7 nights hotel accommodation (2 HB Costa

Dorada, 4 B&B Jaca, 1 B&B Tarragona)
● Visits to a Somontano winery and to the

walled town of Ainsa; excursion to Canfranc
and Candanchu mountain resort; excursion to
Pamplona; visit to Loarre Castle

● Services of a tour representative

Do you or someone you know have
mild Alzheimer’s disease? Then you
may be interested in the DAYBREAK-
ALZ clinical research study. We’re
looking for volunteers to help us
find out whether an investigational
medication will slow the rate of
cognitive and functional decline.

WHERE WAS I GOING

DAYBREAK-ALZ Print Advert_V2.1_UK(UK)_11November2016

Mild Alzheimer’s disease Clinical Research Study

To learn more please visit
www.daybreak-alzstudy.com or
contact your local study team at

Re:Cognition Health Plymouth
Unit 2, 5 Research Way,
Plymouth Science Park
Plymouth, Devon PL6 8BT
0800 069 8780
www.ClinicalTrials.gov
NCT – NCT02783573
EudraCT – 2015-005625-39
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